BASIC RELIGION: A STUDY IN GANDHIJI'S RELIGION
hour'.1 The cardinal place and value of this Christian
mantra, which is among the best authenticated ipsisima
verba of Jesus, is reflected in its liturgical and devotional
use by all sections of the Christian Church and by all
manner of Christians. The acceptance of this simple but
profound prayer as the central creed of Christianity is a
consummation devoutly to be wished for and will certainly
place the Religion of Jesus in a fair way to win world-wide
allegiance.
But the analogy and the argument may seem too trite to
many who have glimpsed anything of the complexities of
human language and the human make-up. No single
language, and certainly not a skeleton language, which
alone is Basic English even according to its protagonists,
can serve as the vehicle of expression of man's manifold
needs and aspirations. Much less can an elemental religion,
as expressed in a short prayer however profound, devoid
of form and colour and ritual, satisfy the varied demands
of the complex human personality. A basic religion, as
well as a basic language, must have its roots in more than
a single source, must be fed by streams that issue from
the depths of human experience and must be sustained by
that basic substratum of Reality that has found expression
in the varieties of human speech and experience. It can
only result from, in the words of Prof. Radhakrishnan, 'an
understanding insight, full trust in the basic Reality which
feeds all faiths and its power to lead us to the Truth, It
believes in the deeper religion of the Spirit, which will be
adequate for all people, vital enough to strike deep roots,
powerful to unify each individual in himself and bind us
all together by the realization of our common condition and
our common goal'.2
The analogy, nevertheless, is helpful and suggestive. It
draws attention to the need there is, and the possibility,
of a common faith which can form the basis or the growing
1 G. Heard : The Creed of Christ, p. 33*
a Prof. Radhakrishnan in a speech at a World Conference of Faiths.
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